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Background
	When I first decided to enroll in the Master of Education in Instructional Technology graduate program at the University of Maryland University College (UMUC), I had been a third grade elementary school teacher for four years. As a teacher and a mother I took note of children’s natural affinity toward computer technology, although I myself used them as little more than expensive word processors. I am embarrassed to admit I had a Smart Board in my class which I knew very little about and, at the time, was afraid to use. Technology to me was an enigma but I understood my anxieties, if left unchecked, would leave me behind in the wake of progress. My goal was to increase my knowledge of technology and suppress my fear in order to bridge the “digital divide” I felt existed between myself and my students. One way I met this challenge was to take professional development courses through my county’s Department of Education. While these classes were beneficial, I knew I needed to gain a more thorough understanding of how using technology in the classroom could help my students, especially those with special needs. I enrolled in the Masters of Education program and UMUC. Throughout the graduate program at UMUC I have accomplished my goals and so much more. In each class I was immersed in technology and learned to immediately apply each new found skill to my classroom lessons. My learning experiences at the University of Maryland University College have provided me with a well-rounded education and have allowed me to conquer those fears. Upon completion of the program, I now have a deep appreciation for how powerful technology can be as a teaching tool and how to best integrate technology that will support the educational needs of my students by creating engaging and interactive lessons based on sound pedagogy. 
	The MEd in Instructional Technology program has prepared me to teach and lead beyond the boundaries which exist in a traditional classroom. The commitment of the program is to instruct teachers how to identify and eliminate boundaries which limit student experiences and to promote lessons which allow K-12 students to engage in global awareness activities, and learn in a virtual environment where learning can take place inside and outside of the classroom. The Conceptual Framework and MEd Instructional Technology states that “The Professional Education Unit within the Graduate School of University of Maryland, University College (UMUC) is committed to the concept of Teaching and Leading Beyond Boundaries” (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 3). Their goal is to expand education beyond several types of boundaries and proposes to “surpass boundaries of time and place, conceptions about the limitations of students, and maintenance of status quo in teaching, learning and leading” (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 3).
	The mission of UMUC’s Professional Education Unit is to prepare educators who:
	“1. Can say with conviction a) I know my students; b) I know all my students can learn at high 	    		levels; and c) I know my work can promote high levels of learning for all students; 
	2.  Reach beyond boundaries to promote student success;
	3. Engage all students in highly effective educational experiences; and
	4. Prepare students for a changing world” (University of Maryland University College, 			2011, p. 5).         
	The University of Maryland University College Department of  Education provides a Conceptual Framework (2011) for teaching and leading beyond boundaries which outlines six objectives embedded in the program, which function as tools for meeting the high expectations for learner candidates enrolled in their graduate program (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 10). The lesson activities in the MEd program were designed to meet these six objectives which emphasize the role of instructional technology in the classroom and its importance in the evolving world of education. Here I will describe the six objectives and how my learning experiences at UMUC have prepared me to meet these objectives.
	#1 Teaching for Learning—Objective: The candidate acts upon academic content, professional and pedagogical knowledge, and understanding of students to maximize student achievement (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 10). Educational activities in the course Hardware and Software in Instructional Development (EDTC 625), helped me create constructivist lessons, recognize how to make lessons which address the diversity of learners in my classroom, how best to differentiate lessons based on student learning styles, and how using different kinds of technology hardware can be used to accommodate the special needs of learning disabled students. I wrote a scholarly research paper entitled “The Benefits of Using Assistive Technology to Promote Reading Comprehension with the Learning Disabled Student” (see The Benefits of Assistive Technology paper). This paper examines the expectations of students with learning disabilities and how technology integration can help struggling students perform on grade level. It and highlights assistive technology devices and descriptions, and resources teachers might use with their students to help differentiate lessons (see the presentation The Benefits of Using Assistive Technology which showcases different choice options for hardware and software). I evaluate accessibility factors in schools in my Network Design School Project, which is a school-based computer laboratory as a center for teaching computer use to students, for students to conduct research and create technology based projects (see Network Design School Project). 
	#2 Analysis, Reflection and Continuous Improvement—Objective: The candidate engages in an ongoing process of reflection, re-planning, testing, and refining for continuous improvement (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p.11). In the course entitled Using Technology for Instructional Improvement: Research, Data, and Best Practices (EDTC 615), I explored ways to plan effective lessons which use technology to enhance the curriculum by creating presentation programs that demonstrate best practices for using electronic grade books, electronic portfolios, and assessments. These presentations are aimed at teaching professionals and include step-by-step procedures for using technology in the classroom (see the presentation “Using the Classroom Performance System CPS”). I developed a presentation for sharing information with my peers demonstrating the best practices when using clickers (CPS) in the classroom as a form of interactive assessments (see Best Practices for Implementing Clickers in the Classroom presentation). I conducted research and wrote a scholarly research paper entitled “Technology Based Reading Interventions” which focused on the effects of computer and web-based reading intervention on the K-8 student (see Scholarly Research Paper). 	
	#3 Technology Integration—Objective: The candidate demonstrates selection and integration of technology to maximize student learning (University of Maryland University College, 2011,  p. 13). In the courses Hardware, Software in Instructional Development (EDTC 625),  and Teaching Information and Media Literacies in the Digital World (EDTC 605), I examined various forms of hardware and software and provided an in-depth scholarly research paper which explains software applications in teaching and which types of educational software to consider as related to the curriculum for math, social studies, or language arts (see Information Literacy Unit Plan).  I conducted educational research and developed sound principals for identifying important aspects of educational software which should be considered before implementing in the classroom. I learned how to use this knowledge to create educational Web Quests which incorporate technology integration in my lesson plans and which promote higher-order thinking skills (see WebQuests).  In the course EDTC 605, Teaching Information and Media Literacies in the Digital World, I researched which programs would best meet the learning needs of students and applied these considerations when evaluating and selecting software for student use. Research helped determine factors to consider when choosing educational software for student use in the primary classroom. The purpose of this work was to explain to educators and school administrators how important and effective using computer-based reading instruction can be when the appropriate choices are made regarding educational software purchases (see Blogs, Network Design Project).  
	#4  Creativity, Innovativeness, and Adaptability—Objective: The candidate integrates creativity, innovativeness, and adaptability into the curriculum, promoting opportunities for discovery, deep learning, and originality (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 15). Lesson activities throughout the UMUC Med in Instructional Technology program encouraged me to focus on how technology can be used to advance student learning and the best methods of creating lessons that integrate technology. In EDTC 600, Foundations of Technology and Learning, I created lessons which encouraged students to use technology to develop their research skills and to collaborate with peers to create presentations, such as using Power Point, and to publish their work in a variety of ways. To facilitate their project based learning, I learned how to create Web Quests and classroom websites which served as a central hub for lesson activities and resources (see Technology Integration Lesson, Lewis and Clark Web Quest, and Lesson Plans). In the course Web-Based Teaching and learning: Design and Pedagogy (EDTC 610) I created several media rich projects which use sound pedagogical practices including a classroom website, creative presentations, and curriculum based Web Quests and web-course projects. These were developed in order to take advantage of the unique opportunities online learning offers through the use of multimedia technology. 
	#5 Global, National and Global Community—Objective: The candidate integrates into instruction the political, economic, cultural, and ecological concepts of global citizenship (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 16). The course EDTC 645, Integration of Technology: Global Perspectives, provided learning experiences that allowed me to create a Global Classroom Website with lessons for students to collaborate with peers in other countries and exchange ideas through effective interactions (see Global Classroom Website). Through thought provoking educational experiences in EDTC 645, I came to realize an important idea: if citizens in the United States are going to be competitive in a global economy, schools must change to meet the demands of the 21st century. If not American students risk falling behind, not only in education but in their competiveness in the workforce since employers expect a certain level of knowledge from prospective employees. I understand educational leaders and teachers need to make a concerted effort to use the technology tools we have available in our schools to promote global awareness and be competitive in a global workforce. Throughout my learning in this class I researched the educational system in Finland and created a Country Case Study of Finland with an accompanying website (see Country Case Study: Finland). I investigated Finland’s school life and use of technologies in an effort to make connections between Finland’s intuitions and their success, and to uncover what we can learn from Finland to improve our own educational system. 
	# 6 Leadership—Objective: The candidate initiates change and mobilizes the learning community toward the goal of curriculum and organizational improvement, influencing the practice, character, and culture for learning (University of Maryland University College, 2011,    p.17).  Throughout the MEd program at UMUC I have developed and effective strategies for implementing instructional technology and to advocate for change in the traditional learning environment.  After careful research I created a classroom and district technology plan which focuses the budgeting and acquiring of technologies by first assessing a need in the classroom and then developing a comprehensive infrastructure to support that educational need (see Classroom Technology Plan).  I collaborated with group members to create a three-year school technology plan which includes a needs assessment though data analysis, vision statement, goals and objectives, detailed budget with rationale and timeline for implementation (see School Technology Plan). This project seeks to lead other teaching professionals in organizing and analyzing student data in order to develop a plan of action responding to identified educational weaknesses. I developed a grant application project in an effort to secure funding for additional technology for my school. The grant application project included a complete description of the proposed technology based lesson unit entitled, “Lights, Camera, Action” which is a multi-media computer-based digital storytelling project which integrates reading, writing, history, and technology with an outreach program which identifies a community need and strives to provide a mean of communication and the sharing of knowledge between students and senior citizens in our area (see Grant Proposal).  
Discussion
The MEd in Instructional Technology program at the University of Maryland University College has provided me with the learning experiences and the knowledge I need to become a skilled instructor and an educational leader. The Conceptual Framework identifies a goal for graduate candidates as being able to “articulate the specific boundaries that they will be able to overcome given the knowledge, skills and dispositions that were developed through their program of study” (University of Maryland University College, 2011, p. 33). The specific boundaries I will now be able to overcome as a result of my MEd courses are as follows:
	1) The limitations related to a lack of understanding how to use hardware and software. I now have a strong understanding of which types of technology products and resources would best suit the physical and educational needs of students;
	2) How to advocate for home/school communication. I understand how to promote school/home communication with the use of Blogs, Wikis, and well designed classroom websites;
	3) How to find open source resources and funding for technology. I now have a strong understanding of the many funding opportunities which exist and how to secure funding for technology purchases;
	4) How and when to differentiate lessons. I now understand how to use technology to better know my students different educational needs and how to scaffold and support the needs of struggling students, including those with physical and  learning disabilities and to help them reach their full potential;
	5) How to prepare my students for a rapidly changing world. As a result of the MEd program, I know how to best prepare my students for the 21st century by providing skills and knowledge they will need to be successful in the global workforce;
	6) How to design educational lessons which utilize technology. I can now say that I know how to create pedagogically sound, technology-based lessons that engage students in dynamic educational experiences, interactive lesson activities, and scaffold information.
Conclusion
	My experiences with the MEd in Instructional Technology program at the University of Maryland University College have affected me in a profound and lasting way. The program has instilled a stronger belief in myself as an educator. I have gained new confidence in my teaching abilities which resonates throughout my lessons. I am secure in the knowledge that I can provide my students with positive learning experiences by first determining their educational needs and developing a technology plan to support their learning. I have always known all students can learn but I now have the tools necessary to meet students where they are and bring them up to where they need to be as confident learners. Because of the MEd program at UMUC, I have become a highly effective teacher, and with the knowledge I have gained, I am better equipped to make a difference in the classroom and in the lives of young people. I am proud to say I am no longer afraid of my Smart Board.
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